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Introductions  
ÅDeb Truyman  

o 5 years in Little Chute  

o 1995-1998ð Classroom teacher, Grade 7  

o 1998- 2007-- Title 1Reading Teacher and Reading Specialist  

o 2007 ð presentð Literacy Resource Facilitator, Literacy Coach  

 

ÅJennifer McDermot  
o 26 years in Little Chute  

o 1986 to 1999 -- HS Special Education, Grade 1 and 3 Regular Ed. K -5 
Science, Grade 6 environmental education  

o 1999-present -- Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Coordinator, 
Professional Development and Literacy Coach  





     History  2009-2012 
V Implement Teaching PointsÊ 

grades 6 -8 

V Document LCASD Active Literacy 

Model  

V Develop a useful web access 

and presence  

V Modify and realign curriculum 

with new instructional practices 

and CCSS  

V Increase Formative Assessment 

knowledge, development and 

practice  

V Determine Benchmarks  

Å Create strong assessments at 

Primary Grades  

Å Continue Coaching and Increase 

Coaching for Sustainability  

Å Review/Monitor Teacher Portfolios  

Å Progress Monitor: program, staff 

and student achievement/success  

2006-2009 
V CESA 6 Acclimation to LCASD 

Literacy Culture  

V Develop a 4 year plan, 5 year 

plan or more  

V Align Teacher Role to Student as a 

Reader  

V Implement Common Thinking 

MapsÊ, Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tools/Strategies  

V Implement Teaching PointsÊ K-5 

V Implement Coaching K -12  

V Develop Teacher Portfolios  

V Progress Monitor: program, staff and 

student achievement/success  

 



To Do List - Beyond 2012 
Ç Focus upon Language and 

Words Study elements of 

curriculum, instruction and 

assessment 

Ç Continue Coaching for 
Sustainability  

Ç Review/Monitor Teacher 

Portfolios  

Ç Progress Monitor: program, 
staff and student 

achievement/success  

 

Ç Refine Teaching PointsÊ 
instruction and assessment 

in grades K -8 

Ç Continue to strengthen 

curriculum with new 
assessment and instructional 

practices aligned to CCSS 

Ç Increase assessment 

knowledge, development 
and practice  

Ç Collect reading benchmark 

data  

 



Rationale to instituting a district -

wide literacy program  

Little Chute 
Area 

School 
District 

Implements 
Literacy 

Initiative  

3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
writing was not meeting 

teacher and District 
expectations  

Increased amount of 
critical thinking and 

discussion is occurring 
during classes 

Formative assessments 
such as rubrics and 

checklists encourage  
increased student 

involvement during 
instruction 

Common literacy tools are 
used district-wide 

Reading comprehension  
among students was low 

ACT scores were low 

Formative and summative 
assessments were out of 

balance  

Students were unsure of 
their role in the 

instructional process 



Key Questions 

ÅWhat elements from this 
presentation will you consider 
implementing in your District?  

 
ÅWhat are your lingering 

questions? 





Double Bubble Map 
ÂComparing and contrasting with 

POINT and COUNTER POINT 

 

Key Words: Differentiate,    
Distinguish between, Differences 



Double Bubble Map 

Go Back 



Double Bubble Map 







Purpose and Benefit 

Instructional Phase to Use the 

Strategy 

Whatôs Happening Reflection on Effects and Benefits 

   

Getting Into the Lesson 

(Before) 

 

Students can be given or will identify the terms to be 

classified. 

Students identify the criteria to be used when 

classifying. 

 

To access prior knowledge (schema) 

related to classification  

  

Moving Through the Lesson 

(During) 

  

Students attempt to classify terms into categories and 

will establish a criteria for classifying terms into 

categories. 

 

To connect new learning to make meaning 

To monitor understanding of the content as 

intended based on the key question 

To create visual cues of what is being read 

and periodically evaluate thinking 

 

  

Going Beyond the Lesson 

(After) 

Students create alternative categories for the terms. 

Students interact with the terms in a game format such 

as Pyramid, Password, Taboo, and/or Guesstures. 

To exercise flexibility of understanding by 

creating alternative categories and 

increase awareness of associations 

between terms 

Key Concept: The Chaos to Categories strategy will encourage students to build relationships among words. Students 

become deeper thinkers, make connections to new terms and connect new learning to make meaning. 
   

Chaos to Categories - Vocabulary 

 
 

 

 



C
h

a
o

s 
to

 C
a

te
g

o
ri

e
s  

S
tu

d
e

n
t 
T
e

m
p

la
te

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAOS TO CATEGORIES 

Study the random listing of words below.  Sort the words into categories that have a common 
connection. Record your reasoning for each category in the darkened box below each category.  
Revisit the categorization throughout the unit of study, making changes to reflect your new learning.  
You may have fewer than four categories.  Or, you may need to create more categories on the back of 
this paper.   

Chaos:  
  

 

CATEGORY: 

 

CATEGORY: 
 

 

CATEGORY: 

 

CATEGORY: 
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Chaos to Categories 



Formative Assessment 
Vocabulary Tool  




